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Abstract
Scientific manuscripts are an integral part of the heritage of the Islamic
nation and represent an intellectual treasure. Researchers have devoted great
effort to bringing these manuscripts to light through rigorous scholarly
editing. Zakat is the third pillar of Islam and serves as a means of fostering
mercy, social cohesion, and mutual affection within the community.

Zakat holds immense importance in purifying the soul, as Allah says: Take
from their wealth a charity by which you purify them and cause them
increase (At-Tawbah: 103). It brings blessings to wealth and increases
reward. The Qur’an specifies the categories of people entitled to receive
zakat, while prohibiting it for certain others. Among those prohibited are the
Banu Hashim (the Prophet’s family). However, scholars have differed
regarding whether a member of Banu Hashim may lawfully receive zakat
due to necessity.

I was fortunate to obtain a manuscript titled “Al-Altaf al-Khafiyyah fi
Jawaz Akhdh al-Zakah lil-Hashimiyyah” (“The Subtle Kindnesses
Concerning the Permissibility of Zakat for Banu Hashim”) by Muhammad
ibn al-Sayyid Mustafa ibn Nur al-Din al-Shahawi, a Shafi‘i scholar who
died in 1167 AH. This manuscript discusses the ruling on giving zakat to
members of Banu Hashim in light of explicit hadiths prohibiting them from
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receiving it, presenting the major scholarly differences of opinion and the
reasoning of those who allowed it. For this reason, the author dedicated this
work to the topic.

The manuscript is concluded by a message titled “Daw’ al-Badr fi ‘Add
Asma’ Ahl Badr” (“The Light of the Full Moon in Listing the Names of
the People of Badr”).

Keywords: Figh — Zakat — Hashimite — Al-Altaf al-Khafiyyah.
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