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Abstract

This research aims to authenticate the manuscript of the book "The Differences
Between the Companions of Abdullah ibn Amer al-Yahsubi..." by the Sheikh and
Imam Abu Ma'shar Abd al-Karim ibn Abd al-Samad al-Mugri' al-Tabari. This
authentication is significant for several reasons, primarily:

o Age of the text: It dates back to the fifth century Hijri, a crucial period for
the codification and refinement of the science of recitations (Qira'at).

e Stature of the author: Imam Abu Ma'shar al-Tabari was highly praised by
scholars and noted for his extensive narrations, establishing him as one of
the foremost authorities on Qira'‘at.

e Scientific value of the manuscript: The copy itself dates to the year 507 AH,
making it a rare and highly valuable historical document.

Research Methodology

The research examines the manuscript in two main sections:
Part One: The Introduction

This section comprises seven introductory chapters, including:

o Biographies of Notables: Biographies of Imam Abu Ma'shar al-Tabari,
Imam Ibn Amer al-Shami, and his two narrators, Hisham ibn Ammar and
Abdullah ibn Dhakwan. It details their prominent teachers, students, works,
and the praise they received from scholars.

e Fundamentals of Recitations (Mufradat al-Qira'at): Defines the term
"Mufradat al-Qira‘'at" and outlines the history of its scholarship.
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o Description of the Manuscript: A detailed description of the manuscript,
including its title, number of pages, type of script, date of transcription, and
the name of the scribe.

o Structure of the Book: An explanation of the author's methodology, which
organizes the book by first presenting the foundational principles (Usul),
such as ldgham (assimilation), Hamzah (glottal stop), Madd (vowel
lengthening), Imalah (vowel tilting), and Waqgf (pausing), followed by a
discussion of Farsh al-Huruf (individual word variants).

Part Two: The Authenticated Text

This section presents the authenticated original text of the manuscript, which the
researcher has verified and documented. The verification was done by cross-
referencing with the author’s own book, "Souq al-Arous," and "Al-Nashr fi al-
Qira‘at al-Ashr" by Ibn al-Jazari. In this part, the author lists the chains of narration
(asanid) for Ibn Amer's recitation as conveyed by his two narrators and details the
specific differences between their recitations, such as:

e Idgham: The rules for assimilation of the silent nun and the letters Qad, Idh,
and ta' al-ta'nith.

e Hamzah: The rules for the hamzah in both pausing and continuation.

e Madd and Imalah: The specific instances of vowel lengthening and tilting
according to both Ibn Dhakwan and Hisham.

o Wagf: The rules for pausing on words.

e Farsh al-Huruf: A detailed account of the variations in specific words,
starting from the beginning of Surah al-Bagarah.

This work is a valuable contribution to the Islamic library, as it revives a rare text
by one of the masters of Qira‘at. It highlights the subtle variations between the two
most famous narrators of Imam Ibn Amer's recitation, making it an essential
resource for researchers and students in this field.

Keywords: Quranic Readings — Kitab al-Khilaf — al-Yahsubi — al-Qurashi — al-
Sullami — al-Mugqri’ al-Tabari.
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