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Abstract:

This study, entitled “The Authentication and Weakening of Narrators
According to Imami Standards of Rijal Criticism: An Analytical Study,”
presents a comprehensive examination aimed at shedding light on the science
of rijal and its significance in preserving the Prophetic Sunnah and
safeguarding the Islamic intellectual heritage. The study begins by defining
the science of rijal and discussing its nature as a discipline concerned with
investigating the conditions of hadith narrators in terms of reliability and
integrity, with the objective of distinguishing authentic traditions from weak
ones.

The importance of this study lies in its focus on the chain of
transmission (isnad) of hadith in order to verify the soundness of
transmission and the reliability of narrations, thereby making it an essential
instrument in the derivation of legal rulings and in ensuring the authenticity
of religious texts. The study further examines the necessity of the science of
rijal through the perspectives of both its proponents and opponents. Those
who affirm the necessity of rijal maintain that legal rulings attributed to God
Almighty must be founded upon conclusive evidence capable of generating
certainty and confidence regarding such rulings. Since the Prophetic
traditions constitute one of the principal sources leading to these rulings,
scrutiny of narrators becomes indispensable.
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On the other hand, those who deny the necessity of the science of rijal argue,
through their treatment of the narrations contained in the Four Books, that
the traditions transmitted therein are definitively attributed to the Infallible
Imams (peace be upon them), rendering further critical examination
unnecessary.
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