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Abstract

Pragmatics, in its broadest sense, is the study of language in use, and more
comprehensively, it is the study of intentional human action. Accordingly, it
involves interpreting acts that are performed to achieve a specific purpose,
which is known as speech act theory, considered by linguists as closely
linked to the origins of pragmatics. Directive speech acts, one of the five
categories in Searle’s classification of speech acts, are exemplified by acts of
obligation or command.

This study aims to examine the directive speech acts in the Munajat poem
dedicated to Imam ‘Al1 (peace be upon him) and to analyze how these acts
perform their pragmatic function, in accordance with modern pragmatic
theory as developed by Austin and Searle.
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