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Reading in the thought of Imam Ali
The philosophy of dialogue and the unity
of the nation,
MR. Abid Ali Sfyeh
Professor and consultant with the French Ministry of
Education and Higher Education.
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Margins and sources:

1. Louis Massignon (1883-1962): a French orientalist who
loved the Eastand saw in Islamic mysticism a divine monologue
present in all religions.

2. Henri Corbin (1903-1978): French philosopher and orientalist
and student of the orientalist Louis Massignon. He focused his
attention on the study of Islam, and in particular Shi‘'ism.

3. Abd Ali Sfeih: PhD thesis entitled Ali Ibn Abi Talib, Imam
and Caliph, Bordeaux University, France, 2000.

4. Explanation of Nahj al-Balaghah Ibn Abi al-Hadid, Arab
Revival Books House, Egypt, 1986, vol.1, p.9.

5. Sayed Attia Abu al-Naga, The Book of Nahj al-Balagha,
translated into French, International Book Company, Beirut, 1986,
p. 150.

6. Lisan Al-Arab vol.3, p. 383.

7. Bassam Ajak, Islamic-Christian Dialogue, first edition, Dar
Qutaiba, Damascus 1997, p. 20.

8. Explanation of Nahj al-Balagha Ibn Abi al-Hadid, previous
source, vol.6, p.9.

9. Sayed Attia Abu al-Naga, previous source, p. 150.

10. Explanation of Nahj al-Balagha Ibn Abi al-Hadid, previous
source, vol. 10, p. 113.

11. The same source, vol. 10, p. 272.

12. The same source, vol. 18, p. 130.

13. The Beginning and the End, Battle of Badr, Ibn Kathir, Part

4,

14. Nahj al-Balagha, Imam Ali's Sermons, vol. 3 p. 7, Al-Shaab
Pressin Egypt 1981.

15. Same source.

16. Explanation of Nahj al-Balaghah Ibn Abi al-Hadid, Arab
Revival Books House, Egypt 1986, vol. 8, p. 236.

17. The same source, vol. 9, p. 135.
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18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
21.

The same source, vol.
The same source, vol.
The same source, vol.
The same source, vol.
The same source, vol.
The same source, vol.
The same source, vol.
The same source, vol.
The same source, vol.
The same source, Vvol.

20, p. 255.
7,p.171
18, p. 70.
18, p. 72.
18, p. 86.
20, p. 250.
3, p. 128.
11, p. 21.
20, p. 167.

18, p. 151.
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Reading in the thought of Imam Ali

The philosophy of dialogue and the unity of the nation,

5

Number
67

(106)

This study is taken from the doctoral thesis that I prepared in the
year 2000 at the University of Bordeaux in France under the title *
Ali bin Abi Talib Imam and Calif “. This thesis was prepared as a
continuation of what the French orientalism Louis Massignon wrote
about Islam and his student Henry Corbin, who introduced
Europeans to Shiism. This study represents the philosophy of
dialogue and the unity of the Islamic Emma as one of the most
important methods used by Imam Ali.

Imam Ali established the most beautiful, creative, and most complete
rules of human dialogue that preserve the unity of the nation’s fabric
and preserves human dignity. Imam Ali referred to basic principles
foundations to reach this goals, including: giving priority to the
opinion of the majority and respecting the opinion of the minority
towards it, and having a good belief in the other and revealing the
truth, and dialogue is a talk of faith, not a talk of atonement and talk
of knowledge, not a talk of insulting and conte mpt.
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